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4. National Park Service Certification 
I. hereby, certify that this property is: Siwfure of the Keeper Date of Action 
[ ] ~t~tered in the National Rewter. 

( ) see continution sheet 
[ 1 detennifled eligible for the National Reglster 

( ) see continuation sheet 
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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property No. Resources within Property 
[XI Private [ ] Building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
[XI Public-Local [XI District & 293 Buildings 
[ ] Public-State [ ] Site 3 1 Sites 
[ ] Public-Federal [ ] Structure 0 1 Structure 

[ ] Object 0 1 Objects 
813 293 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing 
Historic Residential Suburbs in the United States. 1830-1960, MPS Resources previously 

listed in the National 
Register 0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories 
from instructions) 
DOMESTIClSingle Dwellings 
DOMESTICISecondary Structures 
COMMERCEITRADEISpecialty stores 
COMMERCEITRADElRestaurants 
LANDSCAPEIParks 

Current Functions (enter 
categories from instructions) 
DOMESTICISingle Dwellings 
DOMESTICISecondarv Structures 
COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty stores 
COMMERCE/TRADE/Restaurants 
SOCIALRecreational center 
RECREATION & CULTUREIOutdoor recreation 
LANDSCAPEIParks 

[ ] See continuation sheet 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 
LATE 19 '~ & 20' '~ CENTURY REVNALSIColonial Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
Foundation: CONCRETE 
Walls: BRICK: WOOD: Weatherboard: SYNTHETICS: Vinyl 
Roof ASPHALT; METAL: Tin 
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Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets 

[XI See continuation sheet 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance 
(Mark x inone or more bores for the ctileria (Enter cat~goties from instructions) 
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[ X ] A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 

ARCHITECTURE 
COMMUNITY PLANNING 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
of our history. 

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past. 

[ XI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mnrk x in all the boxes lhat apply.) 

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or 
used for religious purposes. 

[ ] B removed from its original location. 

[ ] C a birthplace or grave. 

Period of Significance 
1939- 1948 

Significant Dates 
1939 
1948 

Significant Person 
(Complete ifCriletion B is m*ed above.) 

Cultural Aff~at ion 
N/A 

[ ] D a cemetery. 

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. ArchitecffBuilder 
Scholz, Robert 0. (Architect) 

[ ] F a commemorative property. Meadowbrook, Inc., 
(Developer and Builder) 

Warren, Monroe (President of 
development company) 
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[ ] G less than 50 years of age or achieved 
significance within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the simificancc o f l k  property on one or mre continuation r k e t s l  

[XI See continuation sheet 

9. Maior Bibliographic References 
[XI See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
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individual listing (36 CFR 67) [XI State SHPO office 
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[ ] designated a National Historic [ ] University 
Landmark [XI Other 
[ ] recorded by Historic American Specify repository: 
Buildings Survey # Virginia Room, Arlinaon 
[ ] recorded by Historic American Central Library 
Engineering Record # 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 219.15 acres 

UTM References Alexandria and Annandale USGS Maps 
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[XI See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

[XI See continuation sheet 
Boundary Justification 

[XI See continuation sheet 
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7. Description 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The subdivision of Arlington Forest is located in the western-central portion of Arlington 
County, approximately three and one-half miles from Washington, DC. The boundaries of the 
Arlington Forest Historic District extend from North Carlin Springs Road and North George 
Mason Drive to the north, North Henderson Road to the east, South Aberdeen Street and South 
Columbus Street to the south, and North Granada Street, North Galveston Street, and 2nd Street 
North to the west. Arlington Boulevard (U.S. Route 50) separates the northern and southern 
halves of the neighborhood and centrally-located Lubber Run Park divides the western and 
eastern sections. Developed in four stages between 1939 and 1948, the architecture of Arlington 
Forest is defined by orderly rows of brick, detached, two-story, single-family homes featuring six 
rooms and minimal Colonial Revival decorative detailing. While there are great similarities 
amongst the houses in Arlington Forest, the housing stock is differentiated by variations in roof 
shape, porch and entrance location, use of brick and clapboard materials, and arrangement of 
fenestration. The Historic District also contains a period neighborhood shopping center and three 
public parks. Arlington Forest is one of the best examples of a mid-20Ih century planned, mixed- 
use community in Arlington County. The neighborhood typifies the innovative trends of World 
War 11-era suburban planning, as advocated by the Federal Housing Administration in its house 
designs and subdivision guidelines, and incorporates curvilinear streets and cul-de-sacs, 
community parklands, and a neighborhood shopping center into its original design. There are 
724 contributing primary resources and 92 non-contributing primary resources in the Arlington 
Forest Historic District. The Historic District also contains 89 contributing secondary resources 
and 201 non-contributing secondary resources. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Setting 

Prior to the platting of Arlington Forest, this area typified the rural character of Arlington County 
and contained only fields and woodland. A 1934 aerial photograph of this portion of the County 
reveals that the Arlington Forest area prior to development was wooded, except for the open 
fields of a farm on North Galveston Street (now in the 200 block) and the historic Henderson 
estate (formerly located at 481 1 3rd Street North). Arlington Forest derives its name from this 
wooded setting, now evident in the tree-lined curvilinear streets and cul-de-sacs that follow the 
sloping terrain, as well as in the parklands running through the middle of the neighborhood. 
Ironically, the developers of Arlington Forest destroyed much of the earlier wooded scenery 
during the construction phase, which resulted in a barren appearance not in keeping with the lush 
surroundings implied by the neighborhood's name. Over time, the remaining trees have matured 
and new trees have been planted, once again creating a natural canopy reminiscent of the original 
setting of the area. 

There are three houses dating to the 19" century located in the Arlington Forest neighborhood. 
Outside the western edge of the district at 5512 North Carlin Springs Road is the Mary Carlin 
House, constructed circa 1800 by William Carlin, the tailor of George Washington. This one- 
story log home originally was part of his 165-acre tract purchased in 1772. Carlin later gave the 
property to his granddaughters, Mary and Ann Carlin. Mary Carlin was horn in the house circa 
1805 and resided there until her death in 1905. Broyhill's Addition within the Arlington Forest 
Historic District contains the other two 191h century homes. The one-story Ann Carlin cottage, 
located at 11 7 North Galveston Street, dates to around 1850 and was built as a tenant house or 
servants' quarters. Lastly, the two-story, frame farmhouse at 205 North Galveston Street likely 
dates from the 1820s to 1840s. During the Civil War, this property was owned by Charles E. 
Mix, Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Today, only the dwelling and a camage house remain. 
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Development of Arlington Forest, 1939-1948 

Planned and built by Meadowbrook Construction Company, an active building and real estate 
development firm in the metropolitan Washington, DC, area in the early- to mid-20'~ century, 
Arlington Forest contains modest-sized, two-story, brick, detached single-family dwellings. 
Although at first glance the six-room houses appear to be identical, local architect Robert 0. 
Scholz designed subtle variations in roof shapes, locations of entrances and porches, and the use 
and placement of materials that differentiate the homes and define the architectural character of 
the neighborhood. Meadowbrook's President Monroe Warren, in collaboration with Scholz, 
relied upon the popular national trends in subdivision planning and design as their inspiration, in 
particular the subdivision planning tactics and architectural designs promoted by the Federal 
Housing Administration (FHA). The architectural variety characteristic of Arlington Forest was 
in keeping with the FHA design standards, which emphasized a harmonious collection of homes 
without monotony or excessive architectural ornamentation.' 

By the time the Arlington Forest subdivision was underway, Meadowbrook's business address 
was listed as 43 1 Tower Building, Washington, D C . ~  The Meadowhrook office later moved to 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, and was located at 3707 East West ~ i ~ h w a ~ . '  For his Arlington Forest 
venture, Warren collaborated with Scholz, who previously was a partner in the firm of Baer & 
Scholz where he designed several apartment buildings in Washington, DC, including the high- 
style Alban Towers on Massachusetts Avenue, NW, in 1928-1929.~ He established his own firm, 
Robert 0. Scholz Company, Inc., in 1934 and continued an active role up until his death in 
1978.~ His office was located at 1625 K Street, NW (Washington, DC), and later relocated down 
the block to 1614 following World War 11.~ Scholz is regarded as one of the seven major 
architects of residential and commercial Art Deco style buildings in the Nation's capital.' 
Scholz designed several variations of the same basic floor plan for the Colonial Revival homes in 
Arlington County's Arlington Forest subdivision. 

Meadowbrook first broke ground for Arlington Forest in 1939 (see Figure 1 for the development 
progression of the entire neighborhood from 1939 to 1948). The first phase to be completed, 
appropriately known as Southside, was along and south of Lee Boulevard (now called Arlington 



NPS 1,'onn 10-900 
(Rev. 11-90) OM6 No. 10024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
Continuation Sheet 

ARLINGTON FOREST HISTORIC DISTRICT, ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA 
(VDHR 000-7808) 

Section number 7 Page Q 

Boulevard or U.S. Route 50). The very first building permits for the entire Arlington Forest 
subdivision were issued July 13, 1939 for a portion of the Southside section. The permits were 
for those houses along the eastern side of South Park Drive from numbers 1 1 through 47. 
Building permits for 4750,4754, and 4758 Arlington Boulevard also were issued on this same 
date. One day later on July 14, 1939, building permits were approved for 4762 and 4766 
Arlington Boulevard. Construction along South Aberdeen Street was underway by Fall 1939. 
By the end of April 1940, Meadowbrook boasted it already had sold 130 homes in Arlington 
Forest and was averaging the sale of one house per day.8 Construction in Southside continued 
through the summer of 1940, expanding westward along Arlington Boulevard and including 
South Buchanan, South Columbus, and South lSt streets. Meadowbrook featured the home at 
4766 Arlington Boulevard as a furnished exhibit home.9 

The second phase of development also occurred in 1940 as Meadowbrook crossed Arlington 
Boulevard (the northlsouth dividing line in the County) into the northern sector of the County 
east of Lubber Run Park. Extending from Arlington Boulevard northward to 3'* Street North and 
between North Columbus Street and North Henderson Road, this portion of Arlington Forest is 
known as Northside. This section was built on land historically associated with the Henderson 
family's estate. The first building permits for the Northside section were approved on June 6, 
1940 for the homes at 4754,4758,4762, and 4766 1" Street North. By October 1940, 
Meadowbrook claimed it had sold more than 230 Arlington Forest homes in just ten months, a 
clear indication of "proof of ~ a l u e . " ' ~  Building permits for Northside, including the Arlington 
Forest Shopping Center fronting both Arlington Forest Park and Arlington Boulevard, continued 
to be issued through December 11, 1941. Another hmished exhibit home was located in 
Northside at 4767 Arlington ~oulevard." 

The third phase of the subdivision, known as Greenbrier, is that portion of Arlington Forest 
located west of Lubber Run Park. Greenbrier evolved in nine distinct and continuous phases 
between 1941 and 1946. The first building permits for the Greenbrier section were issued on 
May 23, 1941 for those homes on the cul-de-sac of 1" Street North; numbers 5207 and 5301 2nd 
Street North; numbers 1 and 5 North Granada Street; and numbers 9 through 114 North 
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Greenbrier Street. A considerable portion of Greenbrier was approved for construction during 
and after World War 11, including: 

335 through 390 North Granada Street, 5106 through 5228 North Carlin Springs 
Road, and 382,390,394, and 398 North Edison Street (December 1941); 
206 through 377 and 383,389,395, and 399 North Edison Street, and 5160 and 
5 16 1 3'* Street North (April 1942); 
North Evergreen Street (October 1945); and 
3rd Street North (October 1945 and also March 1946). 

A final phase of construction in Arlington Forest occurred in 1948. Adjacent to the western edge 
of Greenbrier, this phase was not part of the original subdivision as planned and built by 
Meadowbrook. Known as Broyhill's Addition, this last section is attributed to another locally 
prominent builder and architect team. M.T. Broyhill & Sons achieved success as one of the 
largest builders of brick homes throughout the metropolitan Washington, DC, area, active 
particularly in the mid-1940s through the 1950s. Architect J. Raymond Mims, whose career 
spanned more than 40 years, relocated to Arlington by 1940 and designed a range of residential, 
institutional, and commercial projects, including his 1948 Streamline Modeme-styled Al's 
Motor's Building at 3910 Wilson Boulevard in the Ballston neighborhood of Arlington ~ o u n t ~ . ' ~  
By the time they began their project in Arlington Forest, Broyhill & Sons' office was located at 

4601 Lee Highway in Arlington and Mims' business address was listed simply as ~r1ington.l~ 
Although similar to and compatible with the established Arlington Forest neighborhood, Broyhill 
and Mims created a slightly modified and larger variation of Meadowbrook's basic house plan.'4 
The homes within Broyhill's Addition are located along North Carlin Springs Road, the western 
half of 2nd Street North, and along North Galveston Street. The first building permits for 
Broyhill's Addition were issued on March 23, 1948 for 5332 through 5420 North Carlin Springs 
Road, the 200 and 300 blocks of North Galveston Street, and 5325,5329, and 5353 2nd Street 
North. Construction for the remainder of Broyhill's Addition was approved just two months 
later in May 1948. Broyhill's Addition is included within the Arlington Forest Historic District 
since it is contained within the boundaries of the neighborhood citizen's association and because 
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its Colonial Revival-styled architecture complements the Meadowbrook predecessors and also is 
based upon the subdivision planning requirements established by the FHA. 

The Architecture of Arlington Forest 

In its 1936 bulletin entitled Principles of Planning Small Houses, FHA's Small House Program 
presented five sample house designs with gabled roofs to be used in new planned subdivisions or 
as infill in existing neighborhoods.'5 Labeled types A through E, they offered a range of living 
comfort and space in both one- and two-story models. Each of the different types was depicted 
with only the simplest, basic, and most cost-effective features illustrated. They could be built in 
a range of materials, from frame, brick, or concrete block, to shingles, reinforced concrete, 
stucco, or stone. House Types A and B were one-story models with a living room, kitchen, 
bathroom, and two bedrooms. Type A, also known as the "FHA minimum house," measured 
only 534 square feet. House Types C and D were considerably larger, with two full stories and 
two bedrooms on the upper floor. Type D, with the main entrance located on the front elevation, 
also featured an attached garage large enough for one automobile. House Type E was the largest 
FHA design, with an optional basement, three bedrooms on the second level, and simple 
Classically-inspired ornamentation around the front entrance and in the gable end. 

In 1940, the FHA revised its Principles ofplanning Small Houses, shifting the focus of house 
design and construction to creating a flexible system of interior and exterior space based not just 
on livability, but also variability and e ~ ~ a n d a b i l i t ~ . ' ~  This new approach considered such factors 
as sunlight and wind on the orientation of a house; the ability to enlarge interior spaces by 
extending particular rooms and creating an irregular floor plan; adding basements, fireplaces, and 
chimneys as standard building features; and standardizing construction materials (from the 
plumbing and joists to the windows, cabinets, and hardware). Consequently, variations of the 
same basic house designs could be created simply by reversing floor plans, using different 
exterior materials, or selecting different entrances or roof types. 

The symmetrical, square-shaped house plans of Arlington Forest are derived from three of the 
1936 FHA designs described above, yet also illustrate the standardization and variation of 
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construction and materials advocated in the 1940 publication. Most prominent in Arlington 
Forest is House Type E," with the entrance located on the side elevation. Meadowbrook adapted 
this FHA model in several ways for use in Arlington Forest. Warren and Scholz included the full 
basement option, the standard three bedrooms on the second floor, the Colonial Revival 
decoration around the main entrance door, and often an attached one-story side porch shielding 
the entry door. Meadowbrook also chose to orient House Type E in Arlington Forest with the 
windowed facade facing the street and the main entrance on either the left or right side elevation. 
Missing from any of the Arlington Forest designs, however, is the semi-circular window in the 
side gable end featured in the FHA design. Arlington Forest also contains variations of House 
Type D, modified to include a basement, three upper bedrooms, often a side porch on either the 
left or right elevation, and without the attached garage shown in the FHA illustration. Lastly, 
there are a few examples of House Type C in Arlington Forest (e.g., 100 and 104 North 
Greenbrier Street), modified to include the standard basement and three bedrooms, and an 
entrance on the front elevation sheltered by a projecting, one-story shed-roofed porch. The FHA 
also depicted House Type C with two contrasting building materials defining the lower and upper 
floors, a theme adopted by Meadowbrook throughout its Arlington Forest development. 
According to plot plan renderings of the subdivision, Scholz also created a schedule of different 
exterior brick colors and finishes, which also contributed to a sense of variety in the 
neighborhood. 

There are four different roof types used in the community. The side gable form is the 
predominant roof type, found in 85 percent of the houses in the district. The other three roof 
types include hipped, gambrel, and pyramidal. With the exception of two roofs clad in standing 
seam metal (1 17 North Galveston Street and 398 North Edison Street), the roofs of all the 
dwellings are clad in asphalt shingles. According to a detailed plat drawn by Scholz, the roofs 
originally were clad in a range of varying color schemes, including blends of red, green, or 
purple, as well as b1ueiblack.l" 

The most distinctive element of the architectural design is the location of the main entrance. To 
maintain variety and interest throughout a neighborhood, the FHA design standards suggested 
alternating the end and side elevations toward the street.19 Meadowbrook incorporated several 
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such variations, ranging from an entrance on the front facade, to those located on either the left- 
or right-side elevation without any discemable rhythm or pattern. Of equal interest is the type 
and placement of the main entrance porch. Typically, those homes with entrances on the front 
facade have either a simple projecting porch around the entrance or no porch at all. Most homes 
with front entrances feature a small side porch on either the left- or right-side elevation. There is 
a range of side entrance porch types, including open, screened, and enclosed. Available 
documentation suggests that the open side porch type was the original design used by 
Meadowbrook, with screens and enclosures appearing over the years as owners' needs and 
preferences warranted. The shapes of porch roofs are equally varied, and include shed, hipped, 
gabled, and pyramidal. 

The predominant building material is brick. There is a total of 682 Arlington Forest homes of all 
brick construction. All homes feature stretcher bond and rowlock window sills. Scholz selected 
brick shades ranging from light red and dark red to brick painted white.20 Four different house 
types with hipped, gambrel, and pyramidal roofs are scattered throughout the subdivision and 
feature a combination of all brick construction or brick on the first level and wood siding on the - 
second level. There are 64 of the hipped models, 45 of the gambrel models, and only 10 of the 
pyramidal models. There is no discemable pattern to how Meadowbrook and Scholz selected -. 
particular house types or color palettes per block. 

Overall decorative ornament is minimal, expressed by the symmetry of the two-bay wide front 
facades and the simple Colonial Revival-influenced trim and detailing. Many Arlington Forest 
homes still feature their original wood entrance door, detailed with eight square lights at the top 
and two vertical panels below that extend the length of the door. Colonial Revival wood door 
surrounds with either plain or fluted pilasters are typical for those entrances on the front 
elevation. Many of the door surrounds are topped with a decorative pediment, ranging from 
triangular and segmental to broken pediments with a central finial. With the exception of only 58 
homes, all are adorned with decorative window shutters on their front elevation. The different 
styles of shutters include louvered, paneled, and board and batten. Only four of the houses have 
decorative fascia boards lined with dentils on their front elevation. In his plot plan renderings, 
Scholz also indicated that blinds were available in a range of colors, including willow green, 
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forest green, cheny red, and cottage b r ~ w n . ~ '  However, it is unclear if these blinds were actually 
interior window treatments as opposed to exterior window shutters. Given the available colors 
and the prominence of decorative shutters throughout the neighborhood, it is possible that Scholz 
was describing exterior window shutters. Trim for the windows and exterior was originally 
either cream or white.22 

From early photographs of the community and promotional materials published by 
Meadowbrook, the first phase of Arlington Forest homes originally were outfitted with metal 
casement windows on both the first and second levels. Shortages of building materials during 
World War I1 necessitated the use of wooden double-hung sash windows in many of the homes 
constructed in Greenbrier and Northside. Additionally, many property owners over time have 
replaced the original casements or double-hung sash with a variety of window types. Of these 
replacements, double-hung sash windows in both wood and vinyl are the most common. Other 
types of replacement windows include modem casements, awning sash, fixed picture windows, 
and projecting bay and greenhouse-type windows. Of the earlier homes in the subdivision, 143 
still contain all or some of their original casement windows. 

The architecture of Arlington Forest also had a modem manner about them in that the interiors 
were arranged economically to reduce unnecessary floor space and the amount of wiring and 
plumbing needed to outfit each house.23 Official promotional brochures published by 
Meadowbrook described in detail the interior specifications of its Arlington Forest homes. Two 
different editions of the brochure described Arlington Forest as a "restricted community" of 
detached six-room homes on large wooded lots.24 Neighborhood amenities, which were installed 
and paid for by Meadowbrook, included sewers, water, electricity, gas, and paved streets with 
concrete curbs, gutters, and  sidewalk^.^' Building lots were sodded from the curb to the rear of 
the houses and artistically landscaped. Meadowbrook boasted its use of the best available 
construction materials, as well as assured potential buyers that its labor force was highly skilled 
and constantly supervised. The company even claimed its homes offered customers "more for 
[their] money than can be had anywhere in the vicinity of Washington." Scholz relied on the 
"Old Dominion" architecture for his inspiration for the Colonial design of the Arlington Forest 
homes. Standard building specifications for each home included: 
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a full unfinished basement constructed of solid concrete and intended for use as a 
future recreational room; 
air-conditioned heat provided by an oil burner; 
an automatic gas hot water storage heater; 
two coats of plaster on a rock lath plaster base; 
metal comer beads at exposed comers and metal lath in all angled comers; 
triple sealed Celotex insulation throughout the house; 
steel casement windows with metal trim and 16 mesh copper screens on first and 
second floors; 
double flooring on both first and second levels finished with 718-inch select white 
oak; 
copper water pipes; 
a basement floor drain; 
hose connections in front and rear; and 
a built-in radio antenna. 

The kitchen featured easy to clean painted walls and ceiling, as well as an inlaid linoleum floor 
cemented over felt. A gas range with an insulated oven and heat control was standard, as were 
custom-built, factory-finished metal kitchen cabinets. The kitchen also included a one-piece sink 
with a double drain board, strainer-stopper, and chrome-plated swing nozzle faucet. The 
bathroom was decorated with black and white tiled walls with a matching tile floor. Five built-in 
bathroom fixtures were standard, including a toilet, sink, and tub with shower. All fittings were 
chromium-plated and the steel medicine cabinet featured a Venetian mirror door. All windows 
and doors were trimmed with shades on the interior and Colonial-styled hardware was found 
throughout the house. 

The homes in the Southside section were advertised for the price of $5,990. Buyers needed only 
a cash down payment of $590, which included all settlement costs.26 Loans from the FHA were 
available at 4% percent interest for a payback period of either 20 or 25 years. On the 20-year 
financing plan, monthly payments, including principal, interest, and estimated taxes and 
insurance, totaled $42.94. Monthly payments on the 25-year plan were just $38.82. 
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The second edition of Meadowbrook's promotional brochure for Arlington Forest, likely dating 
to the construction phase of Greenbrier and Northside in 1940-1941, had slightly modified 
payment  arrangement^.^' Although the standard house model was still available for the same 
price of $5,990, the cash down payment required totaled $750, which included $590 plus $1 60 in 
settlement fees. Total monthly payments were just several cents more, listed as $43.10 on the 
20-year financing plan and $38.98 on the 25-year plan. Houses situated on comer lots were an 
extra $500." The only other difference in the building specifications provided in the second 
brochure was the indication that the bathroom contained six built-in fixtures rather than five. 
In the spring of 1941, potential customer Hazel Walker saw the home at 23 1 North Park Drive 
under construction. She informed Meadowbrook that even though she liked the house, she 
preferred to have a fireplace and a front entrance as opposed to a side entrance. She agreed to 
purchase the home when she was told these modifications would cost only an additional $500.'~ 
Such alterations and extras were quite common. According to a copy of an original "Statement 
of Sale and Loan" from Meadowbrook, Inc., to Harold D. Hoekstra dated 18 August 1941, 
Meadowbrook offered specific extras to its buyers. For the cost of $9.00, Hoekstra had 
Meadowbrook install a rear stoop light. The installation of wallpaper cost an additional $9.05. 
The total cost of Hoekstra's new home, located at 253 North Columbus Street, was $6,690.62.~' 
Numerous other options were available for $500 each, including a screened porch31 or a detached 
garage.'' In addition to any interior wallpaper, the buyers were at liberty to select the style of the 
window shutters and paint trim color.33 

Shortages in building materials due to the onset of World War I1 resulted in modifications to 
houses being built in the central part of the Greenbrier section.34 These homes had a slightly 
smaller floor plan of 1,050 square feet versus the standard house size of 1,144 square feet. 
Galvanized pipes were substituted for the standard copper pipes, and wooden double-hung sash 
windows replaced the metal casement windows. Some houses built during World War I1 
featured a coal furnace rather than an oil-burning furnace, including 5 160 and 5 16 1 3rd Street 
North and 206 through 389, 395, and 399 North Edison street.j5 

To determine the sequence of the various phases of development within the subdivision, as well 
as to confirm construction dates for each of the primary and secondary contributing buildings in 
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the Historic District, extensive research was conducted in the County's microfilm collection of 
historic building permit records. All but four of the original permit records for the dwellings 
were found. According to the permit documents, County zoning requirements stated that the 
owner or builder had to begin construction within 60 days of the approval date indicated on the 
building permit and complete the project within a reasonable amount of time. It can be assumed 
that construction began immediately thereafter in order to begin subsequent sections of this 
sizable residential project and maintain a continuous construction schedule. 

For the purposes of this National Register nomination, the various house types within Arlington 
Forest were classified into ten different categories according to front entrance location, roof 
shape, and building materials. In summary, House Types 1 through 6 represent Meadowbrook's 
homes in the original sections of Arlington Forest. House Type 7 specifically refers to those 
homes within Broyhill's Addition. House Types 8, 9, 10 are additional variations used by 
Meadowbrook in only a few homes scattered throughout the original subdivision. A description 
of each of these categories is as follows, with semblances to the FHA house types indicated in 
parentheses as applicable: 

House Type 1: Front entrance, side gable roof, all brick construction, with or 
without siding in the gable ends (FHA Types C and D) 

House Type 2: Side entrance, side gable roof, all brick construction, with or 
without siding in the gable ends (FHA Type E) 

House Type 3: Front entrance, hipped roof, brick first floor with wood sided 
second floor 

House Type 4: Side entrance, hipped roof, brick first floor with wood sided 
second floor 

House Type 5: Front entrance, gambrel roof, brick first floor with wood sided 
second floor 

House Type 6: Side entrance, gambrel roof, brick first floor with wood sided 
second floor 

House Type 7: Central front entrance, side gable roof, all brick construction 
House Type 8: Front or side entrance, pyramidal roof, all brick construction 
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House Type 9: Front or side entrance, side gable roof, brick first floor with wood 
sided second floor 

House Type 10: Side entrance, hipped roof, all brick construction. 

Since the latter decades of the 20" century, many Arlington Forest homes have undergone minor 
renovations and upgrades to better accommodate the changing spatial needs and tastes of modem 
families. Such alterations range from enclosing existing porches, building new entrance porches, 
constructing rear or side additions, or installing replacement windows. In a community of this 
size, with only modest-sized dwellings, such alterations over time are inevitable. However, 
despite the alterations and minor additions that have occurred in Arlington Forest since its 
construction, the majority of features detailing the homes' original form and style (e.g., massing, 
spatial relationships, proportions, patterns of windows and doors, use of materials, and 
ornamentation) remain considerably intact. When evaluating the contributing/non-contributing 
status of those houses that have undergone modifications, it was determined that minor and 
compatible additions, porch enclosures, or the replacement of original metal casement or wood 
double-hung sash windows with vinyl or other modem replacements did not mask or detract 
from the appearance of the buildings' original design, massing, or proportions. Only a handful of 
dwellings in Arlington Forest were so altered that their original form, significant features, or 
detailing were either completely lost or obscured; these nine houses were considered to be non- 
contributing primary resources in the Historic District. Another home built in 1976 in the 
southeastern comer of the District also was considered a non-contributing primary resource. 

The Architecture of Brovhill's Addition 

Although still two stories in height and of brick construction with Colonial Revival detailing, the 
homes comprising the post-World War I1 Broyhill's Addition are slightly different than the 
standard Arlington Forest model constructed by Meadowbrook prior to and during the War. The 
Broyhill homes feature Colonial Revival-styled entrances centered on the front elevation, double- 
hung sash windows, slightly larger room sizes, and a living room fireplace. At the time of their 
completion in 1948, the Broyhill models cost $10,000, which was almost double the original 
Meadowbrook price of nearly $6,000.'~ The Broyhill homes also feature the largest floor plans 



NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 11~90) OMB No. 10024-WI8 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
Continuation Sheet 

ARLINGTON FOREST HISTORIC DISTRICT, ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA 
(VDHR 000-7808) 

Section number 7 Page 14 

in the neighborhood with 1,196 square feet of living space.37 Despite the larger living area, the 
County's historic building permit records revealed that the Broyhill homes contained five rooms 
as opposed to Meadowbrook's standard six. 

M.T. Broyhill & Sons was one of the largest local builders in the metropolitan Washington, DC, 
area. Developer Marvin T. Broyhill first went into business with his brother, Lincoln R. 
Broyhill, who worked as a carpenter.3R Born in Wilkes County, North Carolina, Marvin attended 
business school in Cincinnati, Ohio, and Omaha Technical School in ~ e b r a s k a . ~ ~  In 1912, he 
was employed by the Southern Railroad Company as a shipping clerk and telegraph operator.40 
In 1915, he established the Virginia Real Estate Association, eventually moving to Arlington 
County in 1937 where he built houses in a subdivision of the Ashton Heights neighborhood.4' 
Between 1946 and 1955, Broyhill & Sons built more than 8,000 brick houses in Northern 
Virginia alone:' including those within their section of Arlington Forest. Interestingly, these 
likely were some of the very first homes built by Broyhill & Sons, reputed to be the largest 
builder of brick homes in the entire United States according to the Structural Clay Products 
~nstitute.~' Research conducted to date also suggests that Broyhill's Addition to Arlington Forest 
is the first large-scale single-family residential project in Arlington County that was designed by 
architect J. Raymond Mims (see Section 7, page 5). 

Garages and Outbuildings in Arlington Forest 

Each house lot contains a driveway along one side of the property for parking personal 
automobiles. As the popularity of the automobile steadily increased, many of the homes within 
Arlington Forest began to feature freestanding garages and/or sheds. The garage structures are 
typically of brick or frame construction, with a sampling constructed of concrete block. To date, 
only one County building permit has been found for any accessory buildings or garages built by 
Meadowbrook as part of the original subdivision. In January 1941, about four months after the 
building permit for the house had been approved, Meadowbrook built a one-story brick and 
concrete block garage with an estimated value of $285 for F.J. Merkling of 4851 Arlington 
~ o u l e v a r d . ~ ~  The County's historic building permit records were consulted to verify the 
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construction dates of garages and sheds and determine their contributing or non-contributing 
status in the Historic District. 

In addition to garages, there is a large number of sheds within the Historic District. Typically 
only one-story in height and constructed of wood or pre-fabricated metal, these sheds are 
categorized as any storage or unidentified structures. The sheds generally are not stick-built or of 
substantial permanent construction. Although many properties have sheds, few are actually 
considered to be historic. Other types of outbuildings and accessory structures to be noted 
include carports and greenhouses. 

The Arlington Forest Shopping Center 

The FHA also promoted the use of the neighborhood shopping center as part of successful 
community planning.45 Although the concept of having stores and commercial services as part of 
planned suburbs dates to the mid-19Ih century, it was not until the early- to mid-20Ih century that 
the location and design of these buildings were considered to contribute to a community's quality 
of life and retention of real estate values. Their construction often occurred simultaneously with 
a residential development, mirroring a similar architectural style and scale in keeping with the 
surrounding residential character. One of the earliest prototypes of suburban shopping facilities 
was the park and Shop model, created by architect ~ i h u r  Heaton in 1930 and built for the real 
estate finn of Shannon and Luchs in the Cleveland Park section of Washington, DC. Inspired by 
the drive-in markets popular in California, the Park and Shop was built and managed by a single 
owner and offered assorted household services such as a grocery, deli, and cleaners. Heaton's 
model contained a row of shops arranged in an L-shaped configuration that formed two sides of a 
parking court bordering the street. A gasoline station typically anchored one side of the complex. 
By February 1934, Heaton's example was highlighted in Architectural Record as a model for 
neighborhood planning. 

In addition to house designs, the 1936 FHA publication Planning Neighborhoods,for Small 
Houses also included illustrations of small neighborhood shopping centers that could be built 
separate from, but adjacent to, new residential subdivisions or multi-family rental 



NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 11~90) OMB No. 10024-WIR 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
Continuation Sheet 

ARLINGTON FOREST HISTORIC DISTRICT, ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA 
(VDHR 000-7808) 

Section number 7 Page 3 

developments.46 To be a true asset to the neighborhood, the FHA recommended the shopping 
centers be located on the main roadways at prominent intersections, as  well as feature 
architectural control, adequate off-street parking for its customers, service alleys, and a large area 
from which to draw its patrons. Throughout the metropolitan Washington, DC, area, shopping 
centers satisfying these requirements were built in several FHA-approved communities, 
including Colonial Village, Buckingharn Village, and later Arlington Forest in 1941, all in 
Arlington County, Virginia. 

The Arlington Forest Shopping Center is modeled after the Spring Valley~Wesley Heights 
Shopping Center, built in Bethesda, Maryland, by Shannon and Luchs circa 1935.~' This 
Bethesda facility was featured in the FHA's Planning ProJitable Neighborhoods in 1938:~ 
undoubtedly serving as inspiration for Meadowbrook's adaptation in Arlington Forest just three 
years later. According to Arlington County building permit number 12876, Meadowbrook, Inc., 
received approval to construct a brick shopping center fronting Arlington Boulevard (U.S. Route 
50) at 4801-4819 lS' Street North on April 28, 1 9 4 1 . ~ ~  Designed by architect Robert 0 .  Scholz, 
the one-story building originally had an estimated value of $60,000.~~ It was built to provide a 
mixture of convenience goods and services to the adjacent Arlington Forest subdivision, 
especially luring homeward-bound automobile commuters traveling from Washington, DC. 

The Arlington Forest Shopping Center consists of three different sections built in 194 1, 1946, 
and 1947. The original 1941 section included those businesses between the addresses of 4801 
and 4819 1" Street North on the eastern portion of the site. An A & P Supermarket was the 
anchor store on the east end and a People's Drug Store anchored the west end (#48 19). The first 
business to open was the Forest Delicatessen, operated by Jack and Pauline   oh en.^' Other early 
businesses included a hardware and appliance store, a dry cleaners, a shoe repair shop, and a 
beauty salon.52 The construction of an adjacent wing to the west containing stores numbered 
4821 through 4825 1'' Street North was approved August 29, 1946, and built by J.B. Spund & 
Max  iron." Early occupants of this wing included Dorothy's Women and Children's Wear, 
The Forest Grill restaurant, the Forest Pastry Shop, and later a realty company. The third section 
located at 483 1 lS' Street North at the far western end of the complex, which originally contained 
an Esso service station, was approved for construction July 1 1, 1947.'~ The Arlington Forest 
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Shopping Center has remained in continuous use since first opening in 1941, and it continues to 
serve the surrounding community. Today it contains eleven bus ine~ses .~~  

In keeping with the design and neighborhood planning standards of the era, especially those 
advocated by the FHA, the Arlington Forest Shopping Center is situated prominently at the edge 
of the subdivision along commuter route Arlington Boulevard. It reflects the simplicity and 
Colonial Revival styling of the surrounding residential neighborhood through such details as its: 
brick construction with brick rowlock window sills and dentiled brick cornice; plain decorative 
columns supporting a continuous roof overhang that shields the storefronts; a frame balustrade 
with plain wood posts and slats topping the roof line of the overhang along the original section of 
the building; a brick end wall chimney at each end of the original rectangular main block; and a 
centered, frame cupola with arched openings and a domed copper top with a finial, located on the 
central ridge of the main side gable roof. The shopping center has an L-shaped configuration, 
formed by the projecting anchor store on the east end and the rectangular block of the remaining 
portion of the complex. On the original rectangular block, each store features a single entrance 
with a glazed paneled door with hnctional four-light transom, and a large three-pane plate glass 
show window with functional four-light transoms above each pane. The exception is the 
entrance to #4805, which has synthetic siding applied to the entrance area and two glass panel 
doors flanked by tripartite windows. Simple molded wood trim adorns the door and window 
openings of the main block, with more elaborate trim with pilasters surrounding the entrance to 
#48 19. Several store entrances also are adorned with single-light iron caniage lamps. 

The 1946 addition contains single and paired fixed replacement windows, a projecting flat-roofed 
porch supported by plain columns identical to those along the rest of the complex, and a similar 
roofline balustrade. This wing now has synthetic siding affixed to the original brick in the 
entrance area and has an applied stucco finish from the window level upwards. The 1947 
addition appears to maintain the same fenestration as the original main block, with single entry 
doors with large shop windows divided into three sections. It appears these windows in the 
westernmost wing are replacements. This wing also features a simple two-band brick cornice. 
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Customer parking is available in a paved off-street lot fronting the entire complex, as well as 
along a service road paralleling Arlington Boulevard. Lining the parking area is a total of eleven 
Carlyle-style street lamps, which feature molded bases, fluted metal shafts, and rounded glass 
bulbs. Most likely not original to the complex, they are in keeping with its Colonial Revival 
character. A simple freestanding metal box sign on a brick base, located outside #4821 and 
facing the service road, advertises the shopping center. 

An undated early photograph of the complex, most likely from the early-1940s, reveals that the 
cupola is original, but the roofline balustrade originally lined only the rectangular main block of 
the building. The balustrade, which originally featured three panels of Chippendale-styled cross 
bracing between each squared post, did not extend to the central portion of the block; instead a 
neon "Arlington Forest Shopping Centre" sign adorned the building in this central section. Each 
store had a similarly-designed neon sign affixed to the fascia of the overhang lining the store 
fronts. The namesake sign has been removed, replaced by a new and continuous balustrade. The 
original neon store signs also have been replaced with modem-day metal boxed sign panels with 
block lettering. Thin wood columns have been replaced with newer columns on squared concrete 
bases. Both the A & P Supermarket and the People's Drugstore historically had awning 
overhangs projecting from their fronts. Today, the store front of the 1947 wing is adorned by a 
modem fabric awning. 

The Arlington Forest Shopping Center retains substantial integrity of its overall design and 
configuration, massing, setting, materials, and its important association with its crossroads 
location and surrounding residential neighborhood. Currently owned by the Arlington Forest 
Association, the Shopping Center has continued its historic association with the residents of 
Arlington Forest and still maintains its feel as a neighborhood Park and Shop enterprise as 
originally intended by Meadowbrook and Scholz. The complex has undergone only minimal 
exterior alterations, limited to detailing treatments as described above, the addition of a portico 
off the far eastern wall (which provides access to a basement level retail store), and the closure of 
the historic service station. Some of the synthetic materials that have been applied to specific 
storefronts over time, including siding and stucco, could be removed to reveal the original brick 
construction underneath. Despite these modifications over time, the Arlington Forest Shopping 
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Center continues to convey its significance as a planned Park and Shop type commercial 
shopping center in the Colonial Revival style. 

Public Structures and Parks in Arlineton Forest 

In addition to the shopping center, there are several other examples of civic, religious, and 
recreational facilities in and near the Arlington Forest Historic District, including a recreational 
center, a swimming pool and pool house, an elementary school, two churches, and three public 
parks. The Lubber Run Community Center stands at 300 North Park Drive at the northern edge 
of the Arlington Forest Historic District on the site of the historic Henderson estate. Arlington 
County bought the late-19'~ century Henderson family house in 1951 and converted it for use as 
the County's first recreational center. The historic house was destroyed by fire during Humcane 
Hazel on October 16, 1954, and was too badly damaged to be rebui1t.5~ According to Arlington 
County building permit records, a new recreational center was built on the same site in 1956 by 
L.R. Broyhill ~ o m ~ a n ~ . ~ '  Today, the two-story brick facility continues to host County- 
sponsored recreational and educational programs, as well as meetings of the Arlington Forest 
Citizen's Association. The Lubber Run Community Center is not included as a contributing 
building within the Arlington Forest Historic District since it was not part of the original 
planning for and construction of the subdivision. Yet, the building retains integrity of its original 
setting, design, and materials, and continues to serve its original function as a community 
recreational facility. 

Another community facility is situated outside the western edge of the Arlington Forest Historic 
District at the intersection of North Jefferson Street and North Carlin Springs Road. According 
to Arlington County building permit records, Paddock Engineering Company received approval 
to construct a community swimming pool for the Arlington Forest Club, Inc., on February 2, 
1955." Three months later on May 5, 1955, construction plans for a neighboring bath house at 
5401 North Carlin Springs Road were approved. Builder Earl K. Rosti erected the building for 
the Arlington Forest Club, ~ n c . ~ '  By 1959, a tennis court also existed on the pool grounds.60 The 
swimming pool, bath house, and tennis court have remained in continuous use, and membership 
is now available to both Arlington Forest and other County residents. Even though still owned 
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and operated by the Arlington Forest Club, Inc., the community pool complex is not included 
within the boundaries of the Historic District since it was not part of the original subdivision of - 
Arlington Forest and is not of exceptional architecture or engineering style. Interestingly, the 
Arlington Forest Recreation Club as an organization dates to March 15, 1945, when it first used 
quarters located in the rear space of the barber shop in the Arlington Forest Shopping  enter.^' 
Sponsored by the Arlington Forest Citizens Association, the Club was open to all adult and teen- 
aged residents of Arlington Forest, regardless if they were official members of the Association. 
Original activities available included table tennis, dancing, card games, and other suitable games 
and hobbies. 

Kate Waller Barrett Elementary School, located at 4401 North Henderson Road in the far 
northeastem comer of the Arlington Forest neighborhood, was constructed in 1939 prior to the 
development of the Arlington Forest subd i~ i s ion .~~  The Colonial Revival-styled brick building 
was designed by the Office of the State Architect, Division of School Buildings in Richmond. 
Barrett School was built to serve the neighboring garden apartment community of Buckingham 
Village and sits on land purchased with the financial aid of its developer Allie Freed. The 
subsequent completion of the Arlington Forest neighborhood by the mid-1940s resulted in 
overcrowding at the school. This influx of additional school-aged children from Arlington Forest 
was a major factor in the construction of two additions in 1946 and 1950. Since the Barrett 
School predates the development and was not part of the original subdivision of Arlington 
Forest, it is excluded from the boundaries of the Arlington Forest Historic District. 

There are two churches within the Arlington Forest neighborhood. Arlington Forest Methodist 
Church is located at 4701 Arlington Boulevard at the intersection with North Henderson Road. 
Originally built in 1943, substantial additions were completed in 1953 and 1960." On the 
adjacent lot to the north is the Arlington Assembly of God at 4501 North Pershing Drive. 
Neither of the churches is included in the Historic District boundaries because they were not part 
of the original subdivision and are not architecturally distinct. 

Three public parks are contributing elements to the Arlington Forest Historic District and are 
integral to the topography and scenic landscape of the area. Lubber Run Park, which bisects the 



NPS Fonn 10~900 
(Rev 11~90l OMB No. 10024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
Continuation Sheet 

ARLINGTON FOREST HISTORIC DISTRICT, ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA 
(VDHR 000-7808) 

Section number 7 Page 21 

northern half of the Historic District, was the first public park created in Arlington At 
the June 29, 1940, meeting of the Arlington County Board, Meadowbrook President Monroe 
Warren announced he would dedicate to the County a 5.1-acre parcel along Lee [Arlington] 
Boulevard one mile west of Glebe ~ o a d . ~ '  This donation from the developer of Arlington Forest 
increased the total size of Lubber Run Park to twenty acres.66 In the center of Lubber Run Park 
is a wood and concrete block structure known as the Lubber Run Amphitheater that continues to 
provide an ideal setting for outdoor concerts and performances.67 Since the amphitheater does 
not correlate to Arlington Forest's period of significance, it is considered a non-contributing 
structure in the Historic District. 

There are two additional parks in the Arlington Forest Historic District. The one-acre Arlington 
Forest Park fronting Arlington Boulevard at its intersection with 1'' Road North and lSt Street 
North most likely was dedicated by Meadowbrook during construction of the Northside section 
and the Arlington Forest Shopping Center. Edison Park at 213 North Edison Street in the 
Greenbrier section offers a community playground and picnic area for residents on one-quarter of 
an acre of land. Immediately outside the southwestern boundary of the Arlington Forest Historic 
District is Glencarlyn Park. In 1940, the trustees of the neighboring Glencarlyn community 
deeded 95 acres of parkland to the This open space included parts of Glencarlyn, Long 
Branch, and Lubber Run parks.69 

Development After 1948 

Several additional small enclaves of homes dating from 1950 to 1968 border the original 
subdivision of Arlington Forest and Broyhill's Addition. These more contemporary styled homes 
are confined to the outer edges of the community. Since they were not built as part of the 
original subdivision and are of a later period architectural style, they are not included within the 
boundary of the Arlington Forest Historic District. In 1950 and 1951, an enclave of one-story 
brick homes called Forest Park on South Edison Street was designed as prototypes for M.T. 
Broyhill Homes and built for Broyhill employees.70 Ten brick ramblers were constructed in 1956 
on 2nd Street North, just east of Henderson Road. Four brick ramblers located on North Carlin 
Springs Road adjacent to the western edge of Arlington Forest were constructed in 1958. 
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Another group of seven split-levels was constructed on the historic Mary Carlin property at North 
Carlin Springs Road and 1" Place North in 1967 and 1968. 


































































































































































































































































































































































